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MR. J. SIMS REEVES. 
-—~>— 


Mr. J. Sims Reeves was born at Wool- 
wich, in 1821. -He is of a decidedly musi- 
cal family, having at the present time two 
sisters and a brother in the Royal Academy 
of Music; and his father being a professor 
of music and singing. Though intended 
by his parents for the medical profession, 
Mr. Sims Reeves nevertheless received an 
excellent musical education, under his pa- 
ternal instructions. From his earliest 
childhood he evinced great musical talents, 
and great love for the science; so much so, 
that ’midst all his labours and duties at 
school and college he never neglected his 
music! studies and practice, and having at 
that time.a beautiful soprano voice he occa- 
sionally sang at concerts. At fourteen he 
studied harmony and counterpoint under 
Mr. W. Callcott, and the piano-forte under 
Cramer, and at the same time took lessons 
on the oboe, bassoon,violincello, and violin, 
all of which instruments he could perform 
on with very considerable skill. All this 
time he was aconstant attendant at the 
Italian Opera, and a most enthusiastic ad- 
mirer and disciple of Rubini, 

He at length threw up his study of the 
medical profession, for which he had never 
evinced much liking, and took to music and 
singing as a profession in right earnest. 
At this time, too, he occasionally sung at 
private theatricals and amateur perform- 
ances. He made his debut as primo tenore 





at Newcastle-on-Tyne, having first studied 
hard under Hobbs, the tenor, T. Cooke, 
Stansbury, and others. He subsequently 
played in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Belfast, 
Dublin, &c., and made along provincial 
tour, but he met with but indifferent suc. 
cess. He afterwards came to London, and 
joined Mr. Macready, but finding himself 
neglected and under-rated, and ambitious 
for a higher position, he again placed him- 
self under T. Cooke, and afterwards took a 
trip to Paris to study the French school of 
the science; it was then he first saw and 
was fired with admiration at the singing of 
Duprez. On his return to England he took 
a second provincial tour, and met with great 
success. Ambitious, however, for greater 
triumphs, Mr. Reeves determined upon 
visiting Italy, and accordingly set off for 
Milan, and availed himself of the valuable 
instructions of the renowned singing master 
Mazzacuto, then maestro di cauti at the 
Conservatoire. Under this excellent tutor 
Mr. Reeves acquired a thorough under- 
standing of the formation of the voice and 
the production of tone. Under the maestro 
Bajetti, it may be said Mr. Reeves com- 
pleted his schooling for finish of execution 
and refinement of method, and he then 
made his debut at La Scala, having been 
engaged for two years by Merelli, then the 
director. He debuted in Edgardo, in Doni+ 


zetti's “ Lucia,” and his triumph was im- 
mense, although he met with great opposi- 
tion by reason of the unpopularity of Me- 
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relli as director. He afterwards appeared 
in “ Ernani” and other operas, and subse- 
quently visited Venice and other Italian 
towns, being received in each place with 
the greatest enthusiasm. On the moment 
when M. Julien had determined on giving 
English Opera at Drury Lane, he made a 
most liberal offer to Mr. Reeves, who con- 
sequently made his debut as first tenor on 
the opening of the house, on the 6th of 
December, in his favourite role of Edgardo, 
and his success was most triumphant, ere- 
ating the greatest sensation of any tenor 
since the days of Braham, albeit at the 
time he was labouring under a severe attack 
ef influenza, which considerably clogged 
his best efforts, 

Mr. Reeves’s voiee is a pure high tenor 
of delicious quality, the tones vibrating and 
equal throughout. His management of this 
exquisite organ is distinguished by the most 
consummate skill. In accordance with the 
schooling of modern Jtaly, he sings almost 
entirely from the chest; his falsetto, though 
used Lut seldom, ie nevertheless sweet. 
His pure ehest voice is umalloyed by the 
least nasality, but sweet and flexible 
throughout, and its power great, and arti- 
eulation perfect. Except on the Italian 
stage we never heard the part in which he 
debuted sung with greater correctness, 
sweetness, and passion. His style, too, is 
completely Italian. 

Mr. Sims Reeves’s acting is manly, im- 
passioned, and energetic. Tender and 
manly in the love passages and the lovers’ 
exchange of vows, he was terrible in the 
malediction, amd im the closing scene of 
despair and death his pathos was touching 
and irresistible in the extreme—yet withal 
natural threughout. At the conelusion of 
the perfermance on the evening of his 
debut he was greeted by the most tumul- 
tuous cheers, and may now fairly rank 
among the greatest artists, both as a singer 
and an actor, upon the modern stage. 

In person Mr. Reeves is rather below the 
middle height, with a slight yet well-pro- 
portioned figure; and, without being at all 
handsome, possesses a very intelligent and 
expressive cast of features. His eyes are 
particularly fine and expressive. D. 





The Philharmonic Society has voted £50 
towards raising a testimonial to Mendelssohn. 
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THEATRES. 


—<— 
HAYMARKET. 

Sheridan’s comedy of “ The Rivals,’’ has 
been played here’ with a cast that taken al- 
together, we might vainly hope to matcl» 
amongst the whole of the remaining comic 
artists on the stage. Mrs. Glover’s Mrs. 
Malaprop stands pre-eminent in histrionic 
art; and Mrs. Nisbett’s Lydia Languish is 
without a rival. Miss Fortescue is admira- 
bly suited for the eharaeter of the gentle 
Julia; andsince Dowton we have no Sir 
Anthony Absolute to compare with that of 
Farren. Mr. Hudson’s Sir Lucius O’Trig- 
ger, though by no means the best we have 
seen, is perhaps, the best left to us. The 
Bob Acres of Webster is full of rich co- 
medy ; and Keeley’s David is unapproach- 
able humour. The Christmas extravaganza 
is founded on a popular fairy tradition, and 
has been written by the author of “ Open 
Sesame,’ and other burlesque pieces. 

LYCEUM. 

There hes been no change in the per- 
formances during the past week; Miss 
Kathleen Fitzwilliam fully sustains the fa- 
yourable opinion formed of her capabilities 
as an aetress and vocalist on her first ap- 
pearance in the new farce of “ Peggy 
Green.” Great preparations are being 
made for bringing out Planche’s Christmas 
Extravagaza with suitable splendour. 

OLYMPIC. 

This theatre is filled with carpenters, 
scene-painters, decorators, property-men, 
and theatrical artists of every description, 
working day and night to be ready to open 
at Christmas. The house has been literally 
dismantled by its late tenant, nearly all the 
scenery has been sold, and so great has 
been the devastation that the new lessee 
will have to expend a very large sum in 
supplying the neccessary theatrical ma- 
terials which have been taken away. 

FRENCH PLAYS. 
ST. JAMES’S THEATRE. 

Last Friday night (the second of the 
season) three entirely new pieces were pro- 
duced at this delightful and fashionable 
theatre, and all with decided success. The 
first novelty was an amusing comedie vau- 
deville, entitled “Le Premier Malade.’’ 
The chief point therein consists in the lu- 
dicrous position of a young doctor (full of 
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pomposity, and with a high notion of the 
importance of his profession), who is forced 
by circumstances to accept a pet dog as his 
“‘ first patient,” but who thereby aids his 
friend to obtain the hand of his mistress. 
Madlle. Marot made her first appearance, in 
the character of Albertine, and produced a 
very pleasing impression by her unaffected 
and earnest acting. M. Josset was amus- 
ingly eager and self-important as the young 
disciple of AEsculapius; and Mdlle. Elize 
Grange was an interesting representative of 
the heroine, Aglac. The second novelty of 
the evening was M. Charles Lafont’s “ Chef- 
d’zuvre Inmconau,” a well-conceived, well- 
arranged, and well-written drama. The 
author’s alleged cbject in the composition 
of this piece was to depict “ toutes les souf- 
Frances et toutes le joies qui pouvent se presser 
dans une existence d’artiste.” This object he 
has ably and effectively fulfilled in this in- 
teresting and affecting drama. M. Fechter 
was very effective as the hero, Rolla; and 
Malle. Baptiste admirable in the character 
of Stephano. The former was called for at 
the end of the play, and led the latter for- 
ward with him to receive the hearty plaudits 
of the audience, The entertainments con- 
cluded with the clever and effective vaude- 
ville of “ Le Reveil du Lion,’ known to 
English play-goers by the version now act- 
ing at the Haymarket, under. the title of 
“The Roused Lion.” .M. Cartigny was 
truly excellent in the leading character; 
his bearing as the real gentleman of the 
olden school, with all its ease, dignity, gal- 
lantry, and accomplishment, was perfect. 
The other parts were also well filled, and 
the entire performance passed off with 
much eclat. Tha house was very fully and 
fashionably attended. 


HOLBORN CASINO. 

“ Variety” seems to be the motto of the 
proprietors of the Holbern Casino, if we 
may judge by the multiplicity and diversity 
of the attractions they put forward to obtain 
a share of public patronage. The motto is 
a popular one, not only at schools, where 
the text, “ variety is charming,” forms a 
staple article as a copy slip for writing 
books—not only by elevated “ gents,” who 
stagger about the streets at midnight, and 
shriek out “ va-ri-e-ty ” in a most excru- 
ciating manner, drawling out the poor word 











vous, bed smothered spinsters—not only at 
theatres, where we find tragedy, comedy, 
burlesque, and farce jostling each other in 
acrowd—but in every corner where the 
human species is to be found. The variety 
of entertainments at the Holborn Casino is 
wonderful indeed. In the same place 
where we were wont te plunge into the 
flowing tide, and cool in the limpid stream 
our heated bodies, in summer—now we may 
dance and “ polk” to keep our limbs in a 
healthful state of glow, in winter. But it 
is difficult to trace a vestige of the bath in 
the now spacious, handsomely-decorated 
Casino, with its grand orchestra, its chan- 
deliers, and its statues. We should not ].ke 
to hazard a guess as to the lecus in quo of 
the dressing box from which we were wont 
to take such desperate dives in summer.— 
It might be trom the middle of the erches- 
tra, it might be from the Venetian balcony, 
or it might be from the spot where Cupid 
and Psyche are now caressing each other so 
tenderly—we should be sorry to be coms 
pelled to give a definite answer on this 
point, To swell the list of varieties in the 
entertainments, those wonderful Arabs are 
engaged who so astonished the weak nerves 
of the English at Vauxhall last season, and 
at once solved the problem of why Abdel 
Kader and his Arab army have never been 
captured by the French army, and never 
will be whilst they can leap clean over a 
whole phalanx of soldiers, as the Arabs do 
at this establishment. We have seen a 
good many Arabs, acrobats, evolutionists, 
contortionists, tumblers, &c. in our day, but 
we never beheld anything to equal these 
Arabs. Then there are some disciples of 
Risley, who go through their extraordinary 
performances with great eclat, Then we 
have a concert, introducing some excellent 
singing by the Misses, and Mr. J. W. Sharpe 
sets the whole company in a roar by some 
of his favourite comic staves. The concert 
over, the ball commences, and hundreds 
foot it nightly on the light fantastic toe, 
Excellent order prevails, and all concludes 


at half-past eleven. Those who say all this 
is not enough for ‘ the small charge of one 
shilling” are fastidious and insatiable 
indeed. 
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FINSBURY 

MUTUAL INSTRUCTION SOCIETY. 

We were present on Wednesday, the 8th 
inst. at the Fourth Quarterly Exhibition of 
the Elocution Class belonging to this society, 
and had a most delightful evening’s enter- 
tainment, We have attended some of the 
previous exhibitions of this class, and are 
glad to perceive a manifest improvement in 
the members. The pieces chosen for recita- 
tion on the occasion were well selected, and 
were all of them well recited, without any 
failure. Miss Stewart delivered in a most 
effective manner, the thrilling poem of the 
* Maniac Captive.” Miss Fenner likewise 
gave asketch of the Irish people,with equal 
success: both of these ladies are highly ta- 
lented, and merit the greatest praise. The 
comic powers of Mr, J. Harper were dis- 
played to the greatest advantage in the two 
pieces which he recited,‘* Molly Dumpling,” 
and “ The Legend of Lurley,”’ and he fully 
deserved the repeated bursts of laughter and 
applause which he drew from the audience. 
Mr. C. R. Carter gave Tennyson’s poem of 
the “Lord of Burleigh,” in a very feeling 
manner, and was deserving of the highest 
approbation. Mr. Swan's delineation of the 
character of “ Puff,” in a'scene from “ The 
Critic,” was also deserving of special no- 
tice. The evening’s entertainment concluded 
with a scene from Sheridan Knowles’ play 
of “ Love,” in which Mr. Dixon enacted the 
part of ‘‘ Huon,” with great care, and was 
ably supported by Miss Stewart, as the 
Countess, The hall was crowded to excess 
with a highly respectable audience, Much 
praise is due to the committee for the atten- 
tion and judicious management which they 
displayed on the occasion. We had nearly 
forgotten to mention ascene from the “Win- 
ter’s Tale,” in which Mr. Cooper was very 
successful in the character of Autolycus,and 
Mr. Jones gave a very excellent imitation of 
Mr. Scharfe, in the Clown. 
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“CHRISTMAS HERE AGAIN!” 











Christmas here again !—Christmas here 
again !—The words are rude and homely 
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enough, unadorned by the flourish. of rhe- 
toric, or the fancy-flowers of oratory ; and 
yet “plain, round and unvarnished” though 
they be, there hangs upon their rough sim- 
plicity some magic charm, some potent 
spell by which, upon every heart, a beam 
of joy’s sunshine is cast, cheering, consol- 
ing, mirth-stirring wherever it falls: mak- 
ing the gay gayer still—the rich richer in 
kind thoughts, charity, and happiness—the 
grave gay—the poor, rich in mirth, honesty, 
and contentment. Christmas here again ! 
and at the thought, the man of wealth, lavish 
of his good cheer, holds his accustomed 
banquet, and annual career of gay merry- 
making and festivities, Christmas here 
again! and at the thought, the poor hard- 
working son of toil rests for a moment from 
his labours, to decorate his humble room 
with a few pieces of Christmas holly, ever- 
greens, and mistletoe, and smiles with hap- 
piness and self-satisfaction as he gazes 
around upon his scanty decorations, and 
thinks within himself, poor soul, that his 
miserable melancholy garret floor looks gay 
and brilliant as a palace, under the auspices 
of those ornamental sprigs of blighted wi- 
thering holly: then hugs closely to his 
heart his poor pale wife, and prattling little 
ones, as they gather round their little scanty 
fire~ to them an extravagant, dissipated, 
roaring, rollicking jolly dog of a blaze—for 
say they Christmas comes but once a year, 
so for once we'll have a jolly extravagant 
fire, however slender the stock of coals.— 
Christmas here again! O how thelittle boys 
at school revel in the thought—dont they 
think it “jolly,” “stunning,” “lummy,” 
that’s all—dont they apply to it every laud- 
ative adjective to be met with in the dic- 
tionary of their school-boy dialect, and blot 
out with such marvellous zeal in their tiny 
almanacks, each day as it passes interven- 
ing between the present and the anticipated 
jollity of the approaching holidays—and 
dont they get reckless and desperate in 
their respect for, and conduct towards, their 
awe-inspiring tutor, Dr. Brusher ; their re- 
verence and obedience towards that great 
man wonderfully oozes away, giving way to 
a career of shockingly rollicking mutiny, 
well knowing that all the smarts and pains 
they may bring upon themselves, will be 
cured and disappear under the soothing in- 
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fluence of that miraculous salve the joys 
of home and Christmas aresure to provide, 
Christmas here again! and—and this is 
what we have most to do with—at the 
thought, with what zeal and impetuosity 
does the theatre manager look out his pan- 
tomime properties, and prepare his Christ- 
mas harlequinade, reckoning with joy upon 
the coming of Christmas to fill his pockets 
with the superfluous cash of those holiday. 
makers who will crowd the avenues of his 
theatre during the days of festivity, to wit- 
ness his new grand comic spectacle. O yes, 
there hangs a mystic charm about those 
simple words, which, let us hope, time can- 
not dissipate—ills cannot thwart. This has 
been a year full of disorder and discomfort. 
Yet let us hope it will not interfere with 
Christmas joys and generosity, Christmas 
mirth and merry-making. Let all our un- 
happiness and grief be forgotten in the joy 
and festivity of old father Christmas, Let 
the panic be smothered by the pantomimes, 
the influenza be banished by the imps of the 
harlequinade. Let the misery of Ireland, 
and the monetary crisis, be vanquished and 
buried by mistletoe mirth, merry-making, 
and mince-pies, Let the cholera be buried 
by theclowns. In short, let past grief be 
forgotten, past injuries be forgotten in the 
present joy and happiness, let there be but 
one wish resounding throughout the world, 
and that, to each and all, high and low, rich 
and poor, grave and gay, @ merry, merry 
Christmas now, and a happy, happy New 
Year—when it comes. D. 
PROVINCIAL. 
(From our own Correspondents) 

Huti.—This theatre was opened on 
Monday last for the season by the enter- 
prising lessee Mr. Pritchard. The old 
company has been augmented. On Mon- 
day evening, Mr. George Jones appeared in 
the character of Macbeth, which he sus- 
tained in avery able manner. On Tues- 
day evening, Mrs. Butler late Fanny Kem- 
ble, made her first appearance in this town 
since her return to the stage, in the charac- 
ter of Pauline in the “ Lady of Lyons.” 
There was a good dress circle, but the 
house was not so well attended as we could 
have wished. Mrs. Butler’s admirable per- 
formance was hailed with the most enthusi- 
astic applause. On Wednesday evening, 








she performed the part of Juliet, on which 
occasion Mr, Jones appeared as Romeo. 
At the close of the play Mrs. Butler and 
Mr. Jones were called before the curtain to 
receive the unanimous applause of the au- 
dience, 

Mancuester.—Herr Schmidt, a pro- 
fessor of the cornet a piston, gave a concert 
at the Athenium, Manchester, at which, 
besides other yocal and instrumental per- 
formers, Miss Kenneth sang one of Alex- 
ander’s Lee’s ballads, “ Come, dwell with 
me,” and some other favourite songs with 
great taste and sweetness, in all of which 
she was warmly applauded by a very nume- 
rous audience. 

EpinsurGcu.—Mr. Harrison, the English 
tenor, disappointed the gude folks of Edin- 
burgh the other evening. On his arrival he 
was seized by the prevailing epidemic, with 
relaxed bronchitis, which completely pros- 
trated him, 

Bricutov.—Five geutlemen, one of 
which, Mr. Pelham brother to the celebrated 
Pell of ethiopian novelty, as a bone player, 
have been giving concerts this week. 
Many of the songs are entirely new, and of 
a very pleasing description. Amongst these 
** Alabama Joe,” “Cynthia Sue,” ‘‘ Give 
me a Hut,” and “Jolly Raftsmen,” went 
off “ slick,”’ Mr Ledger, on the accordian 
gives imitations, in a very masterly manner 
of tuning a violin, octave flute, church or- 
gan, hurdy-gurdy, chimes, peal of bells, &c 
Mr. Pelham, in genuine humour rivals, if 
not surpassess, his brother, Mr. Pell, on 
the bone. 

Montrose.—Mr. Dickenson has ap- 
peared in * Rolla,” ‘ George Barnwell’’ 
twice, and “Earl Osmond,” during the 
week. The “Arbroath Guide’ says his 
Rolla wasa fine piece of acting. He wag 
energetic, and faithfully pourtrayed the no- 
ble and enthusiastic patriot. Of George 
Barnwell, Mr. Dickenson looked the part 
well, and was enthusjastically applauded, 
His exhibition of remorse, despair, and an- 
guish was beautifully executed, The Earl 
Osmond, of Mr. Dickenson was truthfully 
depicted. The description of the dream 
was intense, and full of horror. 

Oxrorp, Dec. 13tTnH.—As the Oxford 
term draws to a conclusion, the musical and 
entertainment announcements, which were 
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so numerous during its early stages, have 
gradually decreased; and the past week 
has displayed but little on which to com- 
ment. Perhaps so great an excitement has 
not been caused for many seasons in musi- 
cal circles here, as that produced by the 
sudden postponement, at the last hour, of 
Mr. Howard Glover’s grand concert, on the 
6th instant, in consequence of the illness of 
Madame Anna Thillon, the intelligence of 
which only reached Oxford late in the af- 
ternoon,and where all the rest of the artistes 
were in waiting. Had it come off it would 
have been the grandest and most fully and 
fashionably attended of any concert here 
for many terms past; several parties came 
from long distances in the country for the 
occasion, but were doomed to disappoint- 
ment, It is to be hoped that after the se. 
vere loss Mr. Glover must have sustained, 
should he desire to give his concert next 
term, it will be allowed, in common justice, 
to supersede every other entertainment, no 
matter what may be the present arrange- 
ments—On Thursday evening last, the 
talented Mr. Birnie, M.A., who has lately 
been giving his Jectures on Shakspere at 
the Star Assembly Room, was selected to 
deliver the City Public Lecture, at the 
Town Hall. The subject chosen was an 
“ Oration on the Genius and Character of 
Shakspere,” with illustrations from his 
principal writings. The learned lecturer 
received great applause from a crowded 
auditory. Mr. Birnie entered fully into 
the morality of the works of the poet, ex- 
emplifying his ideas by many of the points 
mentioned in his former lectures on the 
different plays, and like them his discourse 
bore the impress of an unfettered mind— 
a clear and unprejudiced intellect—worthy 
of the subject. He refuted the objection 
made against Shakspere; sketched, with 
glowing thoughts, all that was most beau- 
tiful of his precepts; depicted the love 
borne towards him whilst living, and the 
gloom occasioned by his death; traced his 
career on earth, and followed him to his 
last resting-place, eloquently concluding 
with these remarks: —‘“ Years roll on. 
Ours is, perhaps, a deeper love, a more 
vivid enjoyment. We never heard the 
ringing voice, were never spell-bound by 
the magic smile, never shared in the child- 
like gambols, that made wisdom lovely. To 








us he is the same—may every succeeding 
year deepen our enjoyment of him. Why 
mourn we then the dead Shaksperet The 
living Shakspere, say I. While youth’s 
cheek glows with passion and purity—while 
manhood’s pride is woman’s love—while 
old age, ‘frosty, but kindly,’ derives its 
proudest happiness from the power to do 
good, caused by a long life of virtuous ha- 
bits*—Shakspere dives in the virtues he has 
fostered— 


‘ Within our veins his currents are; his spirit on 
our breath.’ 


What would the world be without him? 
Let us then not mourn him, but rejoice. In 
our conscious healthful happiness, and im- 
proved tone of morality, is the best secu- 
rity for his present and future exaltation. 
With Byron let us say— 


*To weep would do his glo wron 
He shall not be deplored.’ 7 aa 


—The Oxford Choral Society are about 
producing the “ Messiah,” in grand style, 
during the present vacation.—Mr. Buck, 
the Magician King, with the Tremont Se- 
renaders, will also shortly pay another visit 
to Oxford. 

© “ As You Like It,” Act 2. 


LINES TO H. P. MILLS, ESQ. 


ON READING HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
“‘ THEATRICAL JOURNAL” AND 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS, 


Poet! thy strains depicture woe too well 
For us to doubt the pensive tale they tell ; 
Sweet as the melancholy bird, that brings 
The tears into our eyes, when sad she sings 
In all that lonely yet all lovely hour, 

That overflows with mystery and power. 
Sad as the wail of the worn-bleeding heart 
That sees each dearly cherish’d hope depart ; 
Yet in its very sadness sweet and strong— 


How hath my trembling soul hung o’er thy 
song 


With so much wild and passionate feeling 
filled ! 


How to its inmost core that feeling thrilled! 


Young bard of friendship, feeling, truth, 
and love! 


Proud were my destiny could I remove 
Part be ee griefs which with cold fetters 
in 
The aspirations of thy gentle mind ! 
Heav’n grant they be but sorrows of an hour, 
And that thy spirit may possess the power 
That triumphs o’er the influence of ill, 
And, spite of woe, is its own sovereign still ! 
Fulham, 1847. IsapeL H 
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CHIT-CHAT. 

Apve.pxu1.—Paul Le Grand, the cele- 
brated Pierrot, from the Funambules and 
other theatres in Paris, will appear in a 
pure Italian pantomime at the Adelphi 
Theatre immediately after Christmas. This 
will be the first attempt ever made in this 
country to introduce the pantomime of Italy 
with its original characters. Paul le Grand 
is the Grimaldi of France, the unequalled 
representation of the mirth-moving Pierrot 
or Clown of the Fench stage. 

Bourre.—We regret to learn that this 
admirable actor, owing to over-study or 
mental excitement, has been struck with 
paralysis, and is, consequently, unable to 
perform. 

Miss Emma LucomBe.—Most of the dis- 
tinguished amateurs, composers, and ar- 
tists at present in Paris, were assembled 
some evenings since at the re-union of M. 
Humann, when Mademoiselle Emma Lu- 
combe, an English vocalist, relative of Ma- 
dame Humann, were present, This young 
lady possesses a charming voice, good style, 
combined with brilliancy of execution, 
She is about making her debut at a concert 
which will take place at the Salle de Herz, 
and we shall be much surprised if she does 
not meet with immense success. 

Drury Lane Funp.—The committee 
immediately on the receipt of a letter from 
Mr. Bland, transmitted through Messrs. 
Baring 401. to defray the funeral expenses 
of his late wife, who died at Boston, She 
was a sister of Miss Helen Faucit, and a 
subscriber to the fund. 

Mr. Bunn.—We hear that Mr. Bunn 
has offered Miss Helen Faucit and Mr, 
Jas, Wallack an engagement at the Surrey. 

Tue Lavy oF Lyons, by permission of 
Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, will shortly be 
produced by Mrs. Warner at the Maryle- 
bone Theatre. 

Tue Wivow Peaxe.—Fifty pounds has 
been voted to her by the Grand Lodge of 
Freemasons. 

Mr. Sovrusy is to be the clown in the 
forthcoming pantomime at the Surrey. 

Mr Harvey and Miss Louisa Waite, 
from Batty’s, are engaged at Drury Lane 
for Harlequin and Columbine; Collier, 
from the Lyceum, will supply the place of 
poor Wieland. 





Mr Oxserry has left the Surrey, and 
is now performing at the Strand, 

Tur Late Mr. Rooxe.—We are happy 
to state the proceeds of the concert recently 
given for the benefit of Mrs, Rooke, and 
her numerous family, will leave a surplus of 
601. ; several donations have been received 
since the performance teok place. 

Mr. Joun WuitTakeER, the composer, 
died Jast week, aged 71. He had been 
very unwell for a long time, and incapable 
of attending to his professional avocations. 

Cramer, Beale, and Co. have published 
two excellent portraits of two of the great- 
est singers in the world, Pauline Viardot 
Garcia and Marietta Alboni. The likes 
nesses are inimitable. 

Mr. Travers, Mr. Stretton, and Miss 
Rainforth have made a very triumphant 
career through the provinces, At Liverpool 
they have been particularly successful, We 
cannot but wonder that none of our metro- 
politan opera managers have engaged Mr, 
Travers, a very fine and powerful tenor,. 

We understand that it is Mr. Beale’s in- 
tention to withdraw from active service as 
manager of the Royal Italian Opera, Co- 
vent Garden, finding that his duties weigh 
too heavily upon him, suffering as he does 
from an ill state of health. What with his 
labours at his large establishment in Regent 
Street, joined to his duties at Covent Gar- 
den, we must say we think it is enough to 
undermine the stamina of any man. But 
although Mr. Beale withdraws from the 
active duties and the more severe and har- 
rassing labours of director, we are happy to 
find that he will still continue to superin- 
tend the measures and movements of the 
operatic cabinet, and will still continue to 
give all his great influence and interest to 
support the undertaking. 

M. Jullien’s pantomime is the joint con- 
coction of those two irresistable wags, Al- 
bert Smith and Alfred Crowquill. We be- 
lieve it is entitled “'The Man in the Moon.” 

The pantomime at the Princess’s is by 
Herbert Rodwell, and bears the name of 
‘‘ Harlequin and the Four Seasons; or, Old 
Father Time and his Hour Glass.” 

The Marylebone pantomime is by Blan- 
chard, and is to be called “ Eyes, Nose, 
and Mouth,” with Tom Matthews, we be- 
lieve, as Clown. The Sadler’s Wells pan-~ 
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tomime is by Greenwood. The Strand by 
Fox Cooper. The City of London by Cra- 
ven. The Surrey by Morton and Bunn. 
The burlesques and extravaganzas will be— 
at the Adelphi, ‘The Pearl of the Ocean,” 
by Selby, and Planche will write the Hay- 
market and Lyceum spectacles. The fatter 
will be one of unprecedented splendour. 

The Metropolitan Dramatic Society are 
in treaty with the celebrated actress, Mrs. 
Butler, whom they wish to engage for the 
character of Lady Macbeth, at their forth- 
coming histrionic exhibition at the City of 
London Theatre. 

NEWS FROM PARIS. 

A new opera by Auber is to be produced 
speedily at the Royal Academy. It is cal- 
led “ L’Infant Prodigal.” 

“Gemmadi Vergy” and “Sonnambula’ 
have been played with success at the Italian 
Opera. Gardoni has appeared in Edgardo, 
in consequence of Mario’s indisposition. 

Alboni has made her debut at the Italian 
Opera, Paris, in her celebrated character of 
Arsace, in “ Semiramide.” Her success is 
unbounded. 

Carlotta Grisi has appeared at Paris in a 
new ballet composed expressly for her and 
entitled “ Les Cing Sens.” 

Meyerbeer has positively refused to con- 
fide any of his works to the directors of the 
Royal Academy. It is reported that he 
offered to bring out his “ Camp of Silesia,” 
but insisted as a sine qua non that Jenny 
Lind should be engaged to perform in it. 
But the frightfully exhorbitant terms de- 
manded by the fair Swede rendered this 
impossible. 








What plays of Shakespere would you 
name in speaking of the engagement and 
public opinions of Jenny Lind? It began 
with the “ Tempest ””—went on “ As You 
Like It”—some said it was ‘‘ Much Ado 
About Nothing.” It was a “ Midsummer 
Night's Dream,” and will be a “ Winter’s 
Tale.” 

USE Is SECOND NATURE.—Major N——, 
upon being asked whether he was seriously 
injured when the St. Leonard steamer’s 
boiler exploded, replied, that he was so used 
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to being blown up by his wife,that a steamer 
had no effect upon him, 

Spirit or Imitation.—The American 
negroes are remarkable for the pertinacity 
with which they mimic the dress, actions, 
and manners of the whites. Even in their 
ultimate funeral courtesies, the spirit of 
imitation is preserved. An epitaph on a 
negro baby at Savannah, commences 
“ Sweet blighed Jily.”’ 





TO CORRESPONDENTS«. * > 


NOTICE.—It is respectfully intimated that! the 
fullest particulars of all the new holiday enter- 
tainments and of all the pantomimes, from the 
far east to the ‘‘ glowing west” will’ appear, 
from the pens of able and unbiassed critics, in 
the ‘‘ Theatrical Journal” of Saturday, Janu- 
ary Ist, 1848. 


W. C. F.—If he will apply to Mr. Thorne, at the 
Albert Saloon, in all probability he may obtain 
his wishes. We Jeel much obliged by the book. 

W. C. H.—We cannot promise to read the play in so. 
short a time: show it to Mr. Phelps, and say we 
sent you. 

A New Sus.—You may have the whole of this year’s 
Journal, to the end of the year, which completes 
the volume, price 4s. 4d. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
AURENT’S CASINO, ROYAL 
ADELAIDE GALLERY, Strand, 
—Every evening, the ee! heaps o the Mazy Dance. 
— Extraordinary combination talent, vocal, in- 
strumental, and choreographic. GRAND BAL 
PARE D’HIVER nightly, introducing the rhyth- 
mical movement in al: its varied, graceful, and 
fascinating phases, illustrated by crowds of admir- 
ing devotees of the lively goddess. Laurent’s 
highly talented band of fifty performers. All the 
new and most fashionable polkas, quadrilles, ga- 
lops, and waltzes. Refreshments the most re- 
cherche. Doors open at seven, commence at half- 
past.—Ball at nine, and terminate at half-past ele- 
ven o’clock, Admission, 1s. 


RITING, BOOK-KEEPING, &c. 
—Persons of any age, however bad 
thelr WRITING, may, in EIGHT LESSONS, 
acquire permanently an elcgant and flowing style 
of perimanship, adapted either to professional pur- 
suits or private correspondence. Arithmeticjon a 
method requiring only one-third the time usually 
requisite. Book-keeping as practised in the go- 
vernment, banking, and merchants’ offices. Short- 
hand, &e. Apply to Mr. Smart, at the Institution 
7, New-street, Covent-garden. 

“A practical, scientific, and really — 
method.”—Colonial Review. ‘‘ Under Mr. Smart, 
penmanship has been reduced to a science.”—Poly- 
technic Journal. ‘‘ A ready and elegant style of 
penmanship.”—Post Magazine. ‘“ Caleulated to 
work miracles in penmanship.”—Era. ‘“ A correct 
and approved method of iustruction.”—Magazine 
of Science. 


Dramatic Works and New Music, intended 
for Review, to be addressed, post paid, to the 
Editor, Theatrical Journal Office, Holywell 
Street, Strand. 
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